
Ocean Energy and 
Offshore Wind 
Seminar
PIANC ANZ Northern 
Chapter



7

7

7 REASONS TO JOIN PIANC

Get connected to expert guidance 
and technical advice

Gain open access to advanced 
technological information

Address climate change

Team up with decision makers

Be active in Working Groups,
Commissions and National Sections

Become part of our 
international network

Come aboard the Young 
Professional Community 
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1) Darwin Networking Event
• 17 May, 5 - 7:30pm 

2) Pre C&P 2023 Workshop
• 14-15 Aug Sunshine Coast 

3) Ports of Townsville 
• 5 Oct 2023, 2:00-5:00 pm
• Technical presentations + Port tour

PIANC A&NZ NORTHERN CHAPTER (QLD/NT) –
UPCOMING EVENTS
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Head of School, Civil 
Engineering 

University of Queensland

Professor Tom 
Baldock

Senior Lecturer, School of 
Civil Engineering

University of Queensland

Dr Remo Cossu

Earth & Environment Energy 
Sector Lead

WSP

Tara Kennedy



Offshore 
Wind in 

Australia
Tara Kennedy



Offshore 
wind in 
Australia
Tara Kennedy, Energy Sector Lead, Earth 
and Environment



WSP acknowledges the Traditional Owners as 

the first scientists and engineers, and their 
connection to the lands our projects are located 

on. We pay our respects to their Elders past and 

present.
We also extend that respect to Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander peoples across this nation.



Forecast 
Demand



Why offshore 
wind?
- Onshore energy generation 

constraints

- Greater generation consistency

- Some of the best offshore wind 
resources in the world

- Offshore impacts, away from 
communities

Source: Global Wind Energy Council, June 2021



Picture changing week to week as more proponents 
identify opportunity. Current development 
uncertainty prevents real investment preventing 
attractive M&A options or consolidation. i.e. market 
will continue to expand until playing field is clarified.

source: NOPSEMA



Regulatory / 
policy 
framework
- Offshore Electricity Infrastructure Act 

2021 (commenced June 2022)

- Offshore Electricity Infrastructure 
Regulations 2022

• Links
• Establishing offshore renewable energy 

infrastructure – DCCEEW

• Consultation hub | Offshore electricity 
infrastructure framework: regulations and 
cost recovery - Department of Industry, 
Science, Energy and Resources

https://www.dcceew.gov.au/energy/renewable/establishing-offshore-infrastructure
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/energy/renewable/establishing-offshore-infrastructure
https://consult.industry.gov.au/oeif-regulations-and-cost-recovery
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/energy/renewable/establishing-offshore-infrastructure
https://consult.industry.gov.au/oeif-regulations-and-cost-recovery
https://consult.industry.gov.au/oeif-regulations-and-cost-recovery
https://consult.industry.gov.au/oeif-regulations-and-cost-recovery
https://consult.industry.gov.au/oeif-regulations-and-cost-recovery


Offshore Electricity Infrastructure Regulatory Framework (NOPSEMA, 
Nov 2021)
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Offshore wind 
areas
- Gippsland area declaration finalised

- Hunter zone currently out for 
consultation (draft only)

- Other proposed offshore wind areas:
- Illawarra, NSW
- Portland, Vic
- Northern Tasmania
- Perth / Bunbury, WA



Picking an area
- Maximum 700km2



Feasibility licence 
applications - Merit 
criteria

Technical and financial 
capability Viability Suitability of the applicant National Interest

Technical resources available Complexity of the project Past performance in OI projects in 
Australia or internationally

Impact and contribution to the 
economy and community

Financial resources available Route-to-market for the project Corporate governance structure National security

Ability to carry out the operations 
and work

Estimated commercial return to 
the licence holder Complexity of the project

Ability to discharge the licence 
obligations at law.

Conflicts that may arise with other 
users/ users of the licence area

Any measure proposed to mitigate 
such conflict.
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Onshore Technical 
Studies 
- Ecology
- Heritage
- Visual 
- Hydrology 

Offshore Technical 
Studies 
- Marine Ecology
- Acoustics

Main project components



Engineering 
opportunities



Engineering 
opportunities



Thank you!

• Tara Kennedy, Energy Sector Lead
• WSP Australia
• tara.kennedy@wsp.com

• 0447 231 021

mailto:tara.kennedy@wsp.com
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PIANC IS
A worldwide network of professionals,

Providing expert advice                              
on cost-effective and sustainable 

waterborne infrastructure,

And the leading partner                                 
for governments and the private sector 

in the design, development and 
maintenance of ports,                              

waterways and coastal areas                                           
…

SINCE 1885! 
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• Deliver high-quality technical reports within 
our International Commissions and Working 
Groups

• Create a worldwide network of the best 
international experts, both public and private, 
on technical, economic and environmental 
issues pertaining  to waterborne transport 
infrastructure

• Support Young Professionals and Countries in 
Transition 

• Keep the network connected through 
PIANC’s international/regional/local events

WHAT PIANC DOES

Remains 
the leading 

international source of 
waterborne transport-

related information                         
in the 21st century
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THE CORE BUSINESS OF PIANC

• Provide state-of-the-art guidance on 
waterborne transport-related topics for 
professionals

• Drafted by international Working Groups 
supervised by a Commission

• An average of 50 Working Groups active 
at any time!

Available FOR FREE  for all PIANC members on the 
Members Only pages!
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OUR TECHNICAL REPORTS
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JOIN PIANC A&NZ ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

LinkedIn https://www.linkedin.com/company/pianc-a-nz/
YouTube - https://www.youtube.com/@pianc_anz 
LinkedIn Group for our YPs https://www.linkedin.com/groups/5078998/
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CONNECT WITH PIANC A&NZ

VISIT THE PIANC WEBSITE AT 
https://www.pianc.org.au

PIANC A&NZ MEMBERS RECEIVE REGULAR EMAIL UPDATES ON NEWS & EVENTS

https://www.linkedin.com/company/pianc-a-nz/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCX1ADVYlwHkPlEttfeM-olw
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/5078998/
https://www.pianc.org.au/



